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***PRESS RELEASE*** July 26 2010
Hull Truck Theatre appoints new Chief Executive
Hull Truck Theatre has appointed Andrew Smaje as its Chief Executive. The new role of Chief Executive has been created following a review of the theatre’s management structure. Andrew, who has been Associate Director at Theatre Royal Bath for more than 10 years, will work with Hull Truck’s Artistic Director Gareth Tudor Price and Operations Director Paul Marshall. John Godber will take a new title of Artist in Residence when Andrew joins Hull Truck in October.
Andrew said: “Hull Truck’s new £15m theatre, with its brilliant 440-seat main house and new studio space, right in the heart of Hull city centre, represents a real opportunity for the company to develop its programme and to entice new audiences. I’m very excited to have been charged with securing the next stage of Hull Truck’s future.”

Andrew’s summer season of plays at Bath, including The Good Soldier directed by Matthew Lloyd and The Chairs directed by Maria Aberg, has just opened. His track record at Bath includes co-productions with the Traverse Theatre, and premieres of new plays by Lucinda Coxon and Gregory Burke.

Chair of the Hull Truck Theatre Board Michael Oughtred said: “Hull Truck is one of the busiest producing houses in the regions and we want to diversify that programme with exciting collaborations, co-productions and visiting companies. Playwriting will remain central to the company’s work - Hull Truck has always been a theatre for playwriting and it’s important that the nurturing of a diversity of talent remains at the core of what Hull Truck does.” 
Hull Truck has just announced its autumn/winter season, with highlights including A Passionate Woman starring its writer Kay Mellor and Wuthering Heights featuring ex Coronation Street stars Gaynor Faye and Rupert Hill. Hull Truck will also be taking John Godber’s classic Teechers on a national tour, visiting a total of 15 venues.
To see details of all forthcoming events, and to book tickets, visit www.hulltruck.co.uk  
Ends 

Media enquiries: Alice Mooney on 01482 325012 or alice.mooney@hulltruck.co.uk
Notes for editors:

· All Hull Truck press releases and images are available for download via our website, www.hulltruck.co.uk 
· Hull Truck Theatre’s home on Ferensway, designed by Wright & Wright architects, features a 440-seat Main Theatre, 134-seat Studio Theatre, education space called Inter@ct and a café-bar. 
· Hull Truck gratefully acknowledges support from Arts Council of England and Hull City Council. 
